27 June 2007
Name:    _____________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
_____________________________________________
Mr. Pierre Lemieux, MP
House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6

Re: Safety of Imported Food

Dear Mr. Lemieux,
I am very concerned about the safety of food that is being imported to Canada.  A few months ago pet food from China poisoned by gluten killed many animals.  Will humans be next???.  The CFIA does not seem to have their act together when it comes to monitoring imports and ensuring Canadian safety standards are met.  They seem to spend most of their time harassing farmers and small-town bakeries.  Several weeks ago Canadian pesticide regulations were changed in a manner that will to allow more poison into our food.  I understand this was done to 'harmonize' our regulations down to the level in the U.S.  Why are you allowing this???
CBC recently aired a brief documentary on the questionable safety of human food being imported from China.  60% of Chinese people are even concerned about the safety of food produced in their very own county, yet we are increasing the amount of food imported from China each year.  

I want to buy Canadian food products.  I understand that if 51% of the cost of the food on the shelf is “Canadian” then it can be labeled Product of Canada.  This is called lying to the public and it is apparently sanctioned by our Government!!  If a food product is labeled Product of Canada then the food should be a product of Canada, Period !!   This must be corrected immediately and not sent to a committee to be negotiated with processors. 
Our own government is putting Canadian farmers out of business because they are afraid to stand up against the processors and retailers who are making massive profits on low priced imports.  You are bowing to the big corporations by allowing them to import cheap, unsafe food and risking the health of Canadians who eat that food.  

When food that can be grown in Canada enters our country at a cheaper cost than our home-grown products, there are a few simple reasons:  (a) the imported food is heavily subsidized, and/or (b) the products have been grown, processed or packaged in a manner that circumvents safety concerns. The CFIA should be spending more time inspecting food that is coming into Canada from foreign countries and less time making life miserable for Canadian farmers (close and easy targets) with restrictive regulations.  Go after the ones that need those regulations and let Canadian farmers get on with producing the quality food we need to feed our nation. 
Yours truly,

